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   Some things bear repeating ñthe following is my annual message for the Novem-
ber newsletter. . .  
 
     With parent/teacher conferences upon us, I look forward to seeing many of 

you as you visit your childõs classroom and teacher.  Watching so many parents 

make time to sit and talk about their childõs progress is such a validation of this 

communityõs commitment to education.  Your presence here this week, and every 

time you enter the building, sends a clear message to your children that their edu-

cation is a priority in your life.   

   On the following pages, I have listed some reminders for you to consider as you 

approach your childõs conference.  For this message, Iõll try to stick with the big 

ideas.   Conferences can evoke a wide variety of feelings in students, parents and 

teachers.  The teacher/parent relationship is still in the ògetting to know youó 

phase.  When either teacher or parent has a sensitive issue or situation to discuss, 

it can be very uncomfortable.  We donõt know how our message will be received.  

The fear of offending the other or of being misunderstood can sometimes keep us 

from discussing important issues related to our childrenõs progress and develop-

ment.  Speaking up and getting issues on the table, however,  is the only way to 

address them.   

   When faced with this discomfort, it is sometimes good to remember that every-

one present is interested in one thing:  the best educational opportunities for the 

child.  We are all in this very important job together, so please take the opportu-

nity to approach any issues as a member of a committed team.   

   So, the big important message I want to convey this year about conferences is 

this:  Use this valuable opportunity to get all the information you need about your 

child.  Establish a plan for communication with the teacher.  If the conference 

time allotted does not provide enough time, make a follow -up appointment.  Open 

communication between parent and teacher is a critical building block for a suc-

cessful school year.  We look forward to continuing our work together on behalf of 

all of our children.   
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   Navigating a school building and the 

surrounding neighborhood is no easy 

task during the busy times of arrival 

and dismissal.  The following are 

some helpful reminders that will keep 

our children safe and our drivers ticket -free!  

 

When Dropping Off/Picking Up Students 

on Center Ave:  

V Please do not turn around in driveways on 

Center Avenue.  This creates traffic flow  

issues and safety concerns for our children.   

V When approaching the drop -off zone, please pull 

as far forward as possible, and away from the 

crosswalk and crossing guard.  While students 

may want to be dropped off in a specific spot 

along the zone, it makes traffic flow difficult 

when drivers stop near the crosswalk.  The few 

extra steps needed to walk around will help us 

improve traffic flow for everyone.  Stopping in 

the crosswalk is a ôticketableõ offense.   

V Please remember the drop -off zone is just 

that ñfor drop off only.  If you wish to stay 

longer, please proceed around the building and 

park in our lot.  Remaining in the zone after your 

child has exited your vehicle causes back -ups 

along Center Avenue. 

V Students may only exit cars on the west side of 

Center Avenue.  

When Walking Your Child to School:  
 

   We are fortunate to have very dedicated and dili-

gent crossing guards who take the safety of our chil-

dren very seriously.  Please review the following with 

your child if (s)he walks to school:  

V Children and adults should always wait on the 

sidewalk as the crossing guard enters the inter-

section.  They should only enter the intersection 

once the crossing guard has indicated that it is 

safe for them to do so.  This ensures that traffic 

has indeed stopped and that the street can be 

crossed safely.  

V Students and parents should always cross inter-

sections at the direction of the crossing guard.  

Depending on the time of day and the general di-

rection of foot traffic, the guard may be crossing 

in only two of the four corners of an intersection.  

Please follow the direction of our guards to en-

sure the safety of all.  

V Students riding bicycles to school must walk their 

bikes on Center Avenue from the crosswalk to the 

bicycle racks.  There is a great deal of foot traf-

fic along that sidewalk.  To ensure everyoneõs 

safety, all must walk their bicycles through that 

zone.  

V Please remember that at no time should students 

be dropped off, picked up or walk in the parking 

lot.   

Transportation 101:  

Getting To and From Churchill School  

Thanks so much for your attention to these important matters!  
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Make the Most of Your Parent/Teacher Conference  
 

   In the blink of an eye, the end of the first quarter is here.  Parents and teachers will be meeting 

next week to discuss our studentsõ progress during the first nine weeks of school.  With a limited 

amount of time, it is important that both parents and teachers plan ahead to make the most of the 

time allowed for conferences.   

V Report cards are being sent home today, November 6th, giving parents the opportunity to review them 

before conferences.   

V Conference times are limited, so it is helpful to prepare ahead of time and think about what you most 

want to discuss.  Take a moment and jot down specific questions or concerns you have.   

V If there are specific family or home circumstances you feel are impacting your child here at school, 

please be sure to share that information with your childõs teacher.  Know that it will be kept in the strict-

est of confidence.  The more we understand your child, the more able we are to help them succeed.  

V Should your time run short, please be considerate of those scheduled after you.  End the conference on 

time and if need be, schedule another time to continue your discussion.  

V Mrs. Morris and Mrs. Coffey will be on hand during conferences to discuss any concerns or questions that 

you feel are more appropriately handled in the office.   

 

    Some other housekeeping items you can address while you are in the building for your conference 

are:  

V Please stop by the front hallway for a complimentary cup of coffee thanks to Starbucks (on Halsted).  

V Our lost and found items will be on tables in the main entrance.  Please look over these items and claim 

any that belong to you and yours.   Any items left unclaimed will be donated during winter break.    

V If any emergency information has changed, please stop by the office to update your childõs records.   

We look forward to seeing you at conferences!  

Important Dates to Remember  
 

Monday, November 9   Parent/Teacher Conferences, 8 a.m.ñ 8 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, November 10   Parent/Teacher Conferences, 8 a.m.ñ12 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, November 11  No School -  Veteranõs Day 
 

Friday, November 20   Extra Curricular Session I ends  
 

Monday, November 23   School Board Meeting, James Hart Media Center, 7 
  

Wednesday, November 25  Early Dismissal -  1:45 p.m.  
 

Thursday, November 26   Thanksgiving Holiday  

Friday, November 27   No School  
 

             Week of  

Monday, November 30   Extra Curricular Session II Begins  

 



Notes from the Nurse  
 

   Even though itõs Cold and Flu Season- you can stay healthy this winter by taking certain steps to help re-

duce your chances of getting sick in the first place.   

V EAT  WISELY -a balanced meal with plenty of fruits, vegetables and whole grains.  

V WASH YOUR HANDS -good hand washing is the first line of defense against not only colds and the flu, but 

many other types of infections and diseases.  

V DRINK PLENTY OF WATER --- the winter months require extra hydration to flush your system and wash 

away poisons as it hydrates you.  

V GET MOVING --- exercise helps increase your bodyõs immunity. 

 

   Please remember the following guidelines if your child becomes ill:  
 

V Please call the Churchill Office to report the illness/absence.  In order to monitor our absences and the level 

of illness we are experiencing as a school, we will ask the nature of the illness  and if your child is running a 

fever.  

 

V A child running a fever should remain at home until (s)he has been fever free, without medication, for 24 

hours.  

HFEE (Homewood Foundation for Educational Excellence):    

Supporting Inspired Teaching at Churchill School   

    On October 17th, the Homewood Foundation for Educational Excellence held its third annual Pasta Palooza, 

showcasing the talents of over 200 student performers from District 153.   It was a great success, with hun-

dreds of parents, children, grandparents, and friends attending the event to enjoy the food, fun, and sense 

of community that we have here in Homewood.   Thanks to everyone who made this event so much fun!   Now, 

be sure to mark your calendars for our spring event, which will be held at Idlewild Country Club on Saturday, 

March 20th.       

     Because of such great involvement with our events last year,  the  HFEE was able to fund  22 grant projects 

at District 153 schools.   SIX of these exciting projects are taking place here at Churchill School!   Starting in 

December, one of these projects will be highlighted in each newsletter in order to give parents information 

about some of the great things that Churchill teachers are  doing for and with their students.   Currently, 

Churchill's  HFEE-funded projects include the following:    

No Child Left Indoors:   The Greening of District 153                   Storyworks Magazine  

Scholastic Fiction Guided Reading Libraries                                  Junior Great Books supplemental materials  

Monarch Award Nominee Books                                                      PBIS support materials    

Check back next month to hear about one of these exciting projects in more detail!  

 



Box Tops for Education  

What a great beginning to our Box Tops collection year!   The bag was so heavy my son, Ben-

jamin, could barely drag it to the car.   A special thank you to Joey Crecco and his family 

for sending in 377 Box Tops!   Include your child's first and last name on all submissions so 

that  he/she may be included in prize distribution.   Please attach only the number of Box Tops that fit in open 

boxes on collection sheets.  General Mills will not accept  sheets with extra Box Tops attached.   If you have 

more than the allotted number please use a new sheet or attach an envelope or baggie.  

  

As we begin the holiday season remember to look for products with the Box Tops for Education rectan-

gles.  General Mills, Kleenex and Avery are a sampling of companies affiliated with this great program.   A com-

plete list is available in the office as well as online at www.boxtops4education.com .  Please remember you can 

also earn funds for Churchill by doing your online shopping  with many companies through Box Tops.   Sign up is 

very simple.   All details can be found on the website.  

Attached please find a collection sheet.   Turn it into the office by November 30th and pick a  lollipop from the 

lollipop turkey's tail!  

  

Winners for October are as follows:  

Joey Crecco - free skate pass to HF Ice Arena  Kayla Winfrey - free skate pass to HF Ice Arena  

Nathaniel Hardy - free  treat from Culvers   Dylan Aver - free  treat  from Culvers  

Ben Eng - free treat from Culvers    Emily Robertson - free treat from Culvers  

Alyssa Duntz - free treat from Culvers   Tegan Todd - free treat from Culvers  

  

Thanks again to all families that participate in this great program.   Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving!  

  

       Angie Brandt, Box Tops For Education Coordinator  

 

Juice Pouches Go Green!  
Have your children told you about the exciting new recycling program at Churchill?   All of those juice 

pouches that filled garbage bag after garbage bag are now becoming tote bags and other items!   Staff at 

Churchill attempted to be a part of this program last year but it was closed.   This year we are thrilled to be 

a part of not only a great recycling project but also a new fundraiser for our school!  

  

The process is quite simple.   Your child finishes their lunch and rather than throwing their juice pouch in the 

garbage, they deposit  it in a special can for only juice pouches.   I pick up these bags, remove the straws, 

rinse the pouches and package and send them to the TerraCycle company.   The TerraCycle company pays two 

cents for each pouch we submit and uses them to make other products.   If you'd like more information or 

would like to see the finished products please go to www.terracycle.com .  Please note juice boxes are not part 

of this program only the pouches.   

A special thank you to Churchill's Student Council for 

their fabulous posters to educate our students and their 

families.   Look for them when you attend your parent/

teacher conferences!  

 Angie Brandt - TerraCycle Coordinator  

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.terracycle.com/


 Churchill School Flag Corps  
      

     This fall, Chur-

chill has started a 

new tradition.  

With the help of Mr. Jay 

Hildebrand and his scouts, we now 

have a flag corps.  Each morning 

and afternoon, two scouts meet in 

the office to assist our custodians 

in raising and lowering the flag.  

The boys learned proper flag eti-

quette and how to correctly fold 

the flag during their scout meet-

ings.   

     We have started with a group 

of eight boys and will add to the 

group as the scouts learn flag eti-

quette. Watch future newsletters 

for pictures of our other students 

who help us with this important task each day.   
Back Row:  Mr. Jorge Mendez, Nick Holmgren, Ian Anderson, Eli Kebschull, 
Jared Hildebrand 
Front Row:  Max Perez, Owen Kreis, Matthew Joy, Dylan Dunlavy,  


