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Pulling Together. It seems we need to do this quite often these
days. As a school community, this comes as second nature to us. When a child
struggles academically, we respond with whatever services and resources we have
at our disposal. When a family is in crisis, we rally and pull our resources to-
gether to provide whatever emotional and material support is needed. Globally,
when our children and families decided to help those in crisis in Haiti, the re-
sponse was overwhelming. Our children raised over $2,200 in coins alone!

In much smaller ways and many times each day, we (as staff, parents and com-
munity members) pull together to help each other. Just the other day | shared
with a parent how her young son had seen me approaching the office with my
hands full. Without anyone asking, he waited at the office door and held it open
for me. (Parents need to know that their constant nagging about manners does
pay offl) A few weeks ago, you should have seen our assistant principal helping a
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current budget crisis in our state. If there ever was a time to pull together,
statewide, thisisit. ~ Health care, local government, higher education and local .
- o A - ISAT testing
school districts are all suffering financially. As our school district works on the
budget during the next few weeks and months, we will be looking, once again, for will take place
ways to do more with less. :
I owi || admit I 6ve never been onelkhowitr e durmgthe act my
is my civic responsibility to participate in government. | vote in every election week of March
and | dve even, on occasion, campaigned 2ndthrough felt
views. But | dve never been one to send an e my r e
things are good or bad. 1 just never felt like it would really make a difference. I 5th. Make -
am quickly changing my mind. ups will be
As | pondered this over the weekend, | decided that it was time for me to act . .
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and contact my state representatives. My question, however, was what to
say. What could | possibly communicate to |t theweekof .sn
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times over with no change intheresult? | certainly do nlgeceSS/BehaVior

have a solution in mind and the ones that have been offered

by others seem to be met with inaction. Rem I nderS

So | return to OIPwvllbhdmitthagwhdto g et h eWadm air and melting snow will bring the
I am about to do may -sebmdabhli tretlrreoé moReadguanqutdadr recess. Stu-
lieve it represents the best of us and how we behave in our dents (and teachers) will be happy to have the
school and our community. | plan to contact my state legis- opportunity to go outdoors and run off some
lators and let them know how frustrated | am with the level excess energy. With outdoor play, also comes
of inaction | see in Springfield. | plan to tell a bit of my more physical play. | wanted to share with you
story, as an educator and a mother/parent. our guidelines and philosophy about physical

And then é . | will offer to help. | want to know what play.
they believe we can do, as taxpayers and fellow citizens, to Students are taught by their teachers, play-
help solve this mess. We have all watched them struggle ground supervisors and by Mrs. Morris and me
with no real results. Criticism from the public and from the to keep their hands to themselves. Often,
medi a hasndt made a measur abl e dhilderfbeginevitha riendly gatheythatinet o f f er
our support? After all, this is what we, collectively, do volves pushing, pulling or other physical con-
every day. We see problems and find solutions. | wonder tact . What begins as frie
how they might respond if they received that message from can end up with one or more of the students
a large number of their constituents? getting angry or hurt. For this reason, stu-

I |l ove the movie OHook, 6 a mo dents are rdgalgrly remindedithatnve kedpaP et er
Pan. In one of my favorite scenes, a little girl looks at Cap- o0hands offo6 policy on our
tain Hook when he is being his meanest and nastiest, and our school.
tells him that he 0ne#aybeoar mo mmyWherepeobleml @odirisé and a student finds
elected officials need some modeling of good problem solv- him/herself in a physical situation, we teach
ing and pulling together. Maybe they could learn from our the students to seek adult help immediately.
exampl e. Maybe they just 0ne e dObziouslyeibacsthdentis aloneaadfeels a d . 6

physically intimidated, we would expect them
HOW tO ContaCt Your to act defensively. At school, however, there
are always adults nearby. Students are not
LegiSIatO rs expected or allowed to handle a physical situa-
tion themselves. OFightin

solve a problem, it only escalates it. If a stu-
dent chooses to fight back rather than seek
adult help when it is available, (s)he will have
consequences for that behavior.

This is a difficult message to get across to
children. Oneds natur al i
ened is to respond. Teaching children to re-
spond appropriately takes a great deal of time
and effort. Our ultimate goal is for them to
understand that physical aggression does not
solve problems i words and positive actions do.
We appreciate your help in reinforcing these
lessons and supporting our policies in your con-
versations with your children.

If you are interested in contacting the state legislators
that represent your household, go to

http://www.elections.state.il.us/DistrictLocator/
SelectSearchType.aspx

Type in your address and you will get a listing of your state
and federal legislators. Clicking on an individual name will
give you their contact information.
Email contact information is not
available, however, fax numbers are
listed.
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Important Dates to

Tuesday, March 2
through

Friday, March 5

Wednesday, March 3

Sunday, March 14
Monday, March 15

Saturday, March 20th

Friday, March 26
Monday, March 29
through
Friday, April 2
Monday, April 5
Tuesday, April 6

Remember

ISAT Testing, Grades 3 and 4

Market Day Pick - Up

James Hart School, 6:15 -7:00 p.m.
Spring Forward A Daylight Savings Begins
School Board Meeting

James Hart Media Center, 7 p.m.
Spring for Homewood Schools
Homewood Foundation for Educational
Excellence Fundraiser

Idlewild Country Club

Report Card Day

Spring Break

Schools Closed

Churchill Office Closed

School Closed - Teacher Institute
School Resumes

Phone Calls from

School

Phone calls made from school can be very

in
you

confusing
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your display, the number you see could be from

any phone line in the district. When we pick up
the phone to make a call, we are connected to

any live line that is available. It could be

a Chur-

chill School line - or it could be a line from
James Hart or Willow. If you return a call to
the number on your caller ID, you may or may

not be calling the person that called you.
I f you see

6Homewood

Publ i

display, please check your voice mail messages

before returning the call. We encourage

every-

one making phone calls to leave messages - this
makes it easier for everyone involved. When

returning calls, please use the main Churchill
number, 798 -3424.

Traffic Notes

In the interest of safety, please note the following reminders about

traffic at Churchill:

« Students should not be dropped off or picked up in the parking lot.

« When dropping off students on Center Avenue, please pull as far for-
ward as possible and pull away from the curb as soon as your child has
safely exited your vehicle.

« And as always, PLEASE do not make three
on Center Avenue.

- point turns in the driveways

Churchill Science Fair

The 2010 Churchill Science Fair is quickly approaching. The experiments and rough draft reports that have
been submitted so far are absolutely amazing. The rough draft report and log sheets are due to Miss Klappauf or
Mrs. Lincoln no later than Tuesday, March 9th. No incomplete or late work will be accepted. Sample rough draft
reports will be made available upon request. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact Miss Klappauf via e -mail at elizabeth.klappauf@hsd153.org , Mrs. Lincoln via e -
mail at alison.lincoln@hsd153.org or by phone at (708)798 -3424. Also, please remember
that all Science Fair information is available on the school's website. The Science Fair
will take place on Thursday, April 8th. Students at Churchill will be able to view the ex-
periments during the day, and parents are invited to come experience the fair from 6:30
-7:30 in the evening. All that are able to attend the fair will be quite impressed!




ISAT Testing, March 2nd - 5th

This week, our students will participate in our state assessments, ISAT. In the past, Mrs. Wood (third grade)
sent home a wonderful piece that simply states what we all need to know about ISAT in the coming two weeks. |
have edited her piece slightly so it applies to both third and fourth grade. She says it better than | ever could:

True or False. ..

e I'f you bomb the | SAT, you wondot be promot
FALSE!
I n fact, we wonot even see the tests results un:

e Your grades will be affected if you do poorly on the ISAT.

FALSE!
ISAT scores are not reflected in any of our report card grades.

e Our teachers spent too much time reviewing for the ISAT.
FALSE!

The skills that are on the ISAT are the skills we have been working on all year. Our curriculum is based on the
state standards for learning.

o Getting plenty of rest and having a nutritious breakfast during ISAT week is a good
idea.

TRUE!
Everyone thinks better on a full stomach and with plenty of rest. We should start every day this way!

e | f the test doesndt count for my grades, it
FALSE

Like it or not, these test scores are a reflection of our school and community. Our students could perform beau-

tifully, but if we dondt have at | east 95% attendance dur
school . While we dondt want student s-illhess retatedrapserices fosan-h o o | i
other time. If your child is ill, we have limited make -up time built in to the testing schedule.
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With regard to ISAT and high  -stakes testing, | want to point out to parents what we have emphasized to stu-

dents and staff. As much as we recognize the high stakes of these assessments, we know in our hearts that one

test does not define us as teachers, students and parents. What does define us is the excellence in instruction

that goes on in our classrooms every day, the tremendous effort put forth by our students and the commitment

to education that our families and community demonstrate to us in their support of our work. These are the

things that determine our level of excellence and success. We will continue to abide by the constraints placed on

us by systems beyond our control, but more importantly, we will continue to do the things that we know provide

our students with the best education possible.



HFEE News

We have two exciting announcements from the
Homewood Foundation for Educational Excel-
lence. First, the HFEE has a great new web-
site! Please go to
www.homewoodfoundation.org to read about
the great projects that we've funded at Chur-
chill School, watch videos of past funded pro-
jects, see how you can help support the HFEE,
learn about upcoming events, and purchase
tickets to the spring event.

Second, the HFEE's spring fundraising event
is right around the corner and we hope you can
come enjoy this great night out. This year,

the dinner will be on the evening of Saturday,
March 20th, at Idlewild Country Club. There
will be live and silent auctions, raffles, games,
and lots of food and fun. Here are just a few
of the great Churchill School -related items
that will be up for auction at the event:

Principal for the Day
Preferred Parking for Open House Night
Front - Row Seating for Spring Musical/
Orchestra Concert
Lunch with Mrs. Lincoln
Pizza Party with Miss Klappauf (4 people)
Pizza Movie Party with Mrs. Matula
(5 people)
Scrapbooking and Snacks with Ms. Oliver
and Mrs. Duplessis
"No Jogging" Pass
Lunch Line Leader
Book Basket

In addition, many businesses have generously
donated gift certificates and merchandise

that will be available at the silent and live auc-
tions. Some of this year's items include: a one
-year Museum of Science and Industry mem-
bership, White Sox tickets, Bulls tickets, a
tour of the ABC7 studios, restaurant gift

cards, jewelry, and many more! To purchase
tickets to this fun event, please visit our new
website or contact Shelley Peck at the dis-
trict office (647 -2390). We hope to see you
there!



