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A Note From
The Principal

In one of my professional publications, a call was made for people to submit an
essay on the topic "Why I Teach.” I thought it would be interesting to pose the
question to our staff and share some of their responses with you. I promised them Six Flags/Read to Suc-
their thoughts would be anonymous but I'm certain the ideas you see below represent | ceed
the feelings of our staff as a whole. I have the privilege of seeing it firsthand, eve-
ryday, and it makes me very proud to call them my colleagues. I'm hoping it affirms

for you the trust you place in us as you send us your children each day. Homewood Foundation

Fundraiser
Why I Teach. . .

I teach to help students develop confidence in their ability to achieve. I teach to
help children "realize what could be, but is not yet" (Ayers, 2001). Though I do not
always agree with the source of this quote or his actions, this statement resonates
with me and reminds me why I am here each day.

Winter Assessments

.. .educators unselfishly work as a feam to change lives, uplift spirits, inspire others, .
make a difference, and appreciate all people inside of the building and outside of the | BoX Tops for Education
building. Being an educator is equivalent to being a part of a movement of generosity
and reassuring the power of people. Why I teach has evolved from very simple rea-
sons to reasons that include and extend beyond the classroom which remind me of a

greater social responsibility. February Important

I teach to help children become the very best that they can be. Dates to Remember.....
When someone asks me why I teach...The first word that comes to mind is HOPE.

I teach because I want children to know that it takes all kinds of people, ideas, and
mistakes to build anything great or big. I want my students to know the future
starts with their way of thinking, their way of life, their way of solving problems, and
their willingness to work hard and to right today ‘s wrongs.

I often find myself in conversations with people about my job as principal. When
I tell people what I do, I get a variety of responses. Most often they comment on

(Continued on page 2)
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how hard a job it must be or how tiring or frus-
trating. I am always amazed at this reaction be- ImpOf"ranT Dates to Remember
cause nothing could be further from the truth. I
make sure I let them know that I truly believe I
have the best job in the world....at least for me.

So if asked not "Why I Teach” but why I am a Friday, February 12 Valentine's Day Room Parties,
school administrator, I would add the following. .. 2-3 p.m.

Monday, February 8  School Board Meeting
James Hart Media Center, 7 p.m.

I am a product of and a proud believer in the Monday, February 15 President's Day - No School
power of public education. In theory, it is the

great equalizer. It may not be realized for eve- |Wed., February 17 Read to Succeed/Six Flags
ryone, everywhere, but the potential alone still Forms Due

gives me hope. It has given me opportunities far
beyond what I could have ever imagined for my

life. As I work with children every day, I am
privileged to be a part of that opportunity for |Friday, February 26  Early Dismissal - 11:50 a.m.
each of them - working to make sure they all re-
alize their possibility and potential.

Monday, February 22 School Board Meeting
James Hart Media Center, 7 p.m.

Thank you for your continued faith in and sup-

port of us as we work to provide the best possi-
ble education for our children.

Mid-Year Asssessments

As January came to a close, our students and staff completed our mid-winter assessments. Every student
took a brief assessment of both their reading fluency and reading comprehension as well as a mid-winter NWEA
test. This data allows us to get a snapshot of how our students are doing and what changes we need to make in
their programs in order to help them reach their end of the year goals. Overall, our students have shown a
great deal of growth and are well on their way to achieving those goals by year's end.

Another assessment coming up is the ISAT, Illinois’ state assessment. You may hear about schools ‘teaching
for the ISAT. While we certainly prepare our students for this assessment, we do not set aside our curriculum
to prepare for the test. Our curriculum itself prepares students for the test. The assessment is based on
state standards, as is our curriculum. So the lessons your students study each day correlate to the same skills
tested on the ISAT.

You may have seen homework or class assignments on extended response items for reading and math. These
are important components of the ISAT, but most importantly, they are valuable skills for students in all of their
learning. Being able fo read a piece of text and write in response to it or solve a math problem and being able to
explain your thinking—those are critical skills for students to master in order for them to move on to higher
levels of learning and achievement.

Above all, we want our students and teachers to know that ISAT scores do not define us. We work hard and
expect that our students will do well. It is that daily hard work and the growth that comes out of it that makes
our students successful. ISAT is but one measure of that work. For some children, it is an accurate measure of
their effort and achievement and for others, there are far better ways to measure what they have learned. For
that reason, we always take into account multiple and diverse measures of learning and achievement. If you have
any questions regarding our ISAT preparation or performance, please feel free to contact me.



A Note from
our Box Tops
Coordinator

Happy Ground Hog's Week Churchill families,

& ok TOPg)
norl

This has been a busy week at the Brandt household.
We celebrated Benjamin's 10th birthday, Phil saw his
shadow and disappeared leaving us six more weeks of
winter (UGH!), lots of baseball, basketball, volley-
ball and hockey and Saturday brings the final week of
Homewood Baseball/Softball/T Ball registration. T
know you all can relate! We all have our activities
that require us to juggle, juggle, juggle. Fortunately,
many of the General Mills Box Tops products are con-
venience foods that save us time. Foods can also be
added fo these products to make them your own and
cater to the likes and dislikes of your family. Less
time in the kitchen means more time to enjoy your
family whether it be playing catch or studying math
facts!

The deadline for submission of Box Tops for this
year's check is rapidly approaching. Please have all
submissions into the office by Thursday, February
25th so they can be counted, bundled and mailed by
the weekend. Please continue to send in Box Tops for
the remainder of the year. Prizes will continue to be
awarded monthly. A collection sheet is attached for
your cohvenience.

Thanks!

Angie Brandt
Box Tops for Education Coordinator

Prizes for this month are as follows:

Culver's treat winners

Kyle Butler Danni Jostes
Collin Griffin Chloe Kapica
Matthew Selsor Ben Eng
Tegan Todd Cheynel Smith

Read to

Succeed

In the past weeks, students have brought home materi-
als related to the Six Flags/Weekly Reader Read to Suc-
ceed incentive program. Students who
read and track six hours of recreational
reading will earn a free ticket to Six Flags

Please Note:

Great America.
]' Wednesday, February 17th is
.the deadline for turning in stu-
SixFlags dent forms. Because of the
deadlines in place from Great America, we
cannot accept late entries.

If you need a new form, you can find a link to
the forms on the Churchill web site under
'‘Extra Curricular Activities.'

Some Friendly Reminders

+* Students are not allowed to eat while riding
the bus. Snacks and drinks need to be kept
in backpacks.

< In spite of current fashion trends - pants
must be worn at the waist, hats must be
worn facing forward and shoes must be
laced/tied.

+%* Boots and snowpants must be worn if stu-
dents want to play in the snow.

+* Please be sure to notify the office if any
change of emergency information has oc-
curred including cell phone numbers, day
care arrangements or emergency contacts.
In the case of emergency, we have to be
able to contact either a parent or other re-
sponsible adult.

Thanks for your cooperation!



2nd Quarter ‘Never Give Up' Awards

The second quarter Never Give Up awards assembly was held on Friday, January 29th. Students from
each classroom were recognized for their persistence and effort in the face of challenge. Named in honor of
our school's namesake, Winston Churchill and his famous quote, the award is given quarterly at an all-school as-
sembly.

This quarter, our assembly also included a performance by Imagination Theater entitled, "Show Some
Respect.” In an interactive format, the performance troupe demonstrated the value of respect in every day
situations.

Students receiving the Never Give Up award this quarter are:

Third Grade

Keyaira Cox Dominique Gibbs Taylor Tomlin
Jeremiah Washington Ananda Zinn Sandra Ledezma
Laila Malak Chloe Anderson Byron Lewis
Shekinah Baker Nicholas Holmgren Lily Franz
Satomi Radostits Carl Banks Crystal Collins

Maurice Keepers %%M

Fourth Grade

Dylan Anderson Yusef Marseille Adonis Jones Jovan White
Andrea Zambrano Nasim Muhammad Samantha Akin Peter Gammon
Christopher Sparks Natalie Flory Kennedy Odom Nicole Rhoads
Brendan Hurley Madeline Moxley Victoria Smith Tegan Todd

Duncan Moss

Math Facts Practice

Our "Rocket to Success"” program encourages students to commit the basic math facts of addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division to memory. We have a number of students who have passed one or more tests. After the
completion of each operation, students are awarded prizes and their names are read during morning announcements.
After completing all four operations, students receive a bumper sticker stating "I Learned My Math Facts at Chur-
chill School.”

Please continue to practice these facts at home each evening with
your children. Knowing these facts fluently will help your child as they
progress through more complex mathematical concepts.




Dear HSD 153 Families, Pm
Greetings and Happy New Year! _
everychild.onevoice.

PTA (aka: your child) NEEDS YOUR MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT!! |

My name is Kim Kapica and | am the V.P. of Membership for your Homewood PTA. | accepted this challenging
position because | feel the PTA is an important and vital organization in our community. All of our children bene-
fit from it and they need your support. Please access our website www.homewoodpta.org and click on the
“Wh at Wb toEredll the programs that are provided to our children. Also, please check out:
www.illinoispta.org they will also provide you with a greater understanding of how PTA plays an important role
Ay @2dz2NJ OKAf RQa fATSO®

About a month ago, | learned that during the 00/01 school year your PTA had 1500 members. As of today we
have 596. That is unacceptable! | know we can do better!

At our recent monthly meeting | learned that the Homewood PTA was established in 1913! WOW! We are on
the verge of celebrating our 100 Yr. Anniversary!

For those of you that are not a PTA member for the 09-10 school years, please jointoday.| T' S ONimply $10!
print and fill out the attached member form send in $10 cash or check made out to Homewood PTA and send it
Ay @2dz2NJ OKAfRQa o0FO1LIO1® LG gAft 3ISG G2 daAa®

Be assured, joining PTA does not obligate you to donate your time. No one will solicit you for volunteer work
unless you want us to.

On a personal note, | want to say that if | did not believe in this organization, | would not be a part of it and im-
plore you to be a part of it too!

My personal membership goal for 09/10 is 800. Please help me get there!

If you have any questions or comments please email: kimkapica0629@gmail.com
Thank you for your time!

Kim Kapica - VP Membership

Homewood PTA

Membership forms can be downloaded at http://www.homewoodpta.org/Homewood_PTA/Membership.html

Dear Churchill Families,

Thank you ALL so much for your donations! All of the students at Chur-
chill now have access to hats and mittens as needed! No one will be
cold! As always, your continued care and support of our school is what
makes Churchill a great place to be!

Thank you!
Room 33



The Homewood Foundation for
Educational Excellence

Spring for Homewood School District 153
\( Schools!

~
i%% On Saturday, March 20th, 2010, the Homewood

“'°* Foundation for Educational Excellence will be host-
CPNEE I L *¢ ing its fifth annual fundraising event to benefit Home-

The 5th Annual wood District 153 schools. This exciting event will take

place at Idlewild Country Club (19201 Dixie High-
way) from 6:30 -11:30 p.m. There will be a buffet din-
ner, silent and live auctions, cash bar, entertainment,
and plenty of raffles and games! Open to individuals
18 and older, tickets are $45 before the event and $50 at the door. For tickets,
please contact Shelley Peck at the district office (647 -2390) or purchase tickets

online at www.homewoodfoundation.org

Fundraiser and Auction
March 20, 2010

The Homewood Foundation for Educational Excellence is a recognized
501(3)c non-profit organization, dedicated to supporting inspired teaching in our
schools. The HFEE awards grants to District 153 faculty and staff who propose
creative projects beyond the scope of the school district budget, including special
field trips, technology, reading programs, visits by authors, innovative equipment
and materials.

Thank you to the parents, business leaders, and community members who
make these opportunities available to our students. We hope to see you on the
20th!




