WELCOME TO MRS. SMITH’S 6TH GRADE CLASS
ROOM 25

Dear parent or guardian,


I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to a new and exciting school year here at Millennium School.  On September 15, 2011, we will be having our”Open House,” and I am eagerly awaiting our acquaintance.  I am joyously embarking upon my 26th year in the teaching profession, and still love it!  I received my B.S. degree from Chicago State University and my Masters of Art Degree in teaching from the University of Louisville.  My husband and I have been married 28 years and have been blessed with three beautiful daughters age 27 -who is an engineer, a 25 year old who is a former 6th grade science teacher and is now a stay at home mom and a 14 year old high school freshman.

This 6th grade school year will be filled with new, exciting, and challenging events.  To bridge the gap and better prepare your child for 7th grade, I will be incorporating various reading strategies throughout the year, ensuring optimal learning.  Instructions will be provided in reading, math, writing, language arts and social studies.  I strongly believe that communication between the home and school, as well as a disciplined and warm classroom climate is necessary and important for learning.  We will be working on numerous goals and skills this year; therefore, we will not have a moment to waste.  Each student will be made aware of the importance of listening, following directions, asking questions, completing quality work, turning assignments in on time, and being on time to each class.  Respectful behavior is expected and encouraged; therefore, each student is expected to conduct him or herself in a pleasant, polite and appropriate manner.  Working quietly, treating others and their property with respect, and most of all, BEING ORGANIZED, is highly emphasized.  My ultimate goal is to always bring out the best in each student and foster a love for learning!
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:

· Homework is to be copied into an assignment book at the end of each class period.
· Silent reading & teacher read-alouds will be incorporated on a daily basis. Twenty – thirty minutes of outside reading is encouraged each day.
· Graded papers will be sent home on Tuesday and Thursday.
· As the parent portal is up and running, this venue will provide you with access to your child’s grades, missing work and upcoming assignments.  Paper copies (grades) will be provided upon request.  Mid-terms and Report cards will still be sent home as a paper copy at the designated times.
· Homework is to be turned in on time, except illness, emergencies, etc. (see attached6th grade policy sheet)
·  LATE WORK must have a “Brain Saver” attached, having a parent signature for work to be accepted
· My teacher page will be updated weekly so please go the Homewood School District website to stay abreast of assignments, expectations, etc.
Please be assured that by working together, we will provide your child with the very best possible environment in which to work, exercise, and grow, without having to sacrifice priceless learning time.  Your continual interest, enthusiasm, and participation are vital to your child’s motivation and success, so know that I truly appreciate you and your family.
               Continue to:  CHALLENGE your child to work to his/her potential




EXPECT nothing but the best from him/her




EXPECT neat and quality work




EXPECT participation in the classroom




EXPECT respect for teacher, peers, and self









Sincerely,



Mrs. S. Smith/ Sandra.smith@homewoodsd153.org
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the parent letter_______________________ (Parent sig.)
Student’s Signature______________________ Homeroom_____________
Please send me a note or leave a message on my voice mail if you have additional information.  (708)   647-2063
