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September 1, 2010

Dear Parents,


Welcome to Room 22- “The Pound”! Our classroom theme this year is Bulldogs (since that is also our mascot).  It is indeed a pleasure to have your child in my class.  To start off the year right, I am sending you this Parent Survival Handbook that has been assembled to help you understand my homework requirements in conjunction with other vital information that will enable us to make this a very positive and rewarding year.  I feel as though open lines of communication between the parent, student, and teacher are the key to promoting an educational climate that is conducive to learning.  I am looking forward to working with you and your child.  Together we can make a difference! Please feel free to contact me at any time if there is a question or situation you would like to discuss.  You will receive additional communication throughout the school year.  I look forward to building a relationship with you and your child and thus providing the best education that I am capable of giving.

I have developed a website for your convenience to access important information throughout the year. The website has homework, websites your child can visit, information about the classroom, newsletters, and important reminders. Please visit it often. 

1. Go to homewoodsd153.org (homepage)

2. Click on Churchill School

3. Click on teacher pages on the left side

4. Click on Mrs. Lincoln

**This is quite lengthy so please hang in there. I find that all of this is valuable information that I will also cover with you on Parent Night. 

Sincerely,

Alison Lincoln 
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Your child will have several assignments during the school day for which he or she is responsible. Due to uncertain circumstances, if your child for any reason is unable to complete an assignment, this will automatically become homework to be completed at home and returned to school the following day.  It is the student’s responsibility to return work to the appropriate area WITHOUT any reminders.  Work not returned may result in a lower grade or a zero.  Project due dates will be posted and will be written down in agendas.  Students are expected to adhere to these due dates as well.  Please talk to your child about the importance of completing assignments.

Reading

Our reading program incorporates many different components.  Students will be participating in Guided Reading Groups, Work stations, Whole Group Instruction and Independent Reading to build fluency.  Students may have the opportunity to participate in Literature Circles (group discussion about a common book) and Book Clubs throughout the year. Parents will be notified on Book Club Months and be able to come and participate. We will also complete Book Reports. Your child will usually have reading homework each night. Book Baggies will be coming home Mondays and are due Fridays, but more information will come. Each week in Reading your child will have a fluency grade, a skill grade, a comprehension grade, station grades, and assessments on Fridays. More information will come. Please look at your child’s agenda. 

Independent Reading

Students will be accountable for silent reading.  Students will have time in class to read at the beginning of each reading class and when not in guided reading groups. The students will be encouraged to read Accelerated Reader books to build their AR points for the year. If they meet their independent goal each quarter, they will be allowed to attempt an AR party at the end of the year.  Students will complete a reading log throughout the year and set goals for themselves during Independent reading time. 

Writing

Students will be learning how to write narrative, persuasive, and expository essays using VOICE. During writing, we will also be working on Reading Extended Responses to encourage students to respond to the literature they are reading. 

Science

Science will involve many hands-on experiences to help the students grasp some abstract concepts.  We will also use technology to expand our learning.  If you would like to volunteer in our classrooms, this subject would provide some great opportunities. Please email me if you would like to volunteer for experiments. 

Math

This year in 4th grade we will be using Everyday Math. The students would have seen this in 3rd grade here at Churchill. Math HOMEWORK: Your child will have a study link and/or Math boxes each night to do for homework. They will always be allowed to use their student reference book. Any work not completed in class will also be homework that evening. Students will also have Math extended responses weekly for homework after we have modeled some in class first. 

Spelling

We use the Sitton Spelling Method. Students will be given No Excuse words. These words are given to the student and are words that should never be spelled wrong. Each week to week and a half we will test on words from the Core list that your child will receive. Any misspelled words will be sent home to practice and written in his or her spelling practice books. Please practice these words any extra time you have during the week. The website has the core words and no excuse words online as well as spelling games and tips for this spelling series. 

Homework

Students will be assigned homework every night, but Fridays, unless they have a project due. Your child will have about 40 min. of homework each night.  Please check your child’s agenda nightly to make sure all assignments are completed.

· Students will be expected to read 20 minutes every night.  Our schools encourages that STUDENTS READ ONE HOUR A WEEK AT HOME.

· If students do not complete daily work (reading or math assignments, etc.), they will be expected to finish these assignments as well as assigned homework either in class, at recess or for additional homework that evening

· I do not give extra work for homework, I give important and beneficial homework, and therefore it needs to be completed and turned in on time. 

Homework is an important part of the learning process. It provides practice in skills learned as well as opportunities to learn and develop good study habits. In order to learn and develop good homework habits, I ask that homework be supervised. It should be completed and turned in on time (usually the next day). I am always open to discuss any problems dealing with homework at any time, so please do not hesitate to call or email with questions and/or concerns.

Beginning the second week of school, you can expect on your child having 40 minutes of homework a night. I do not plan to give homework on the weekend, unless it is a project that the students know about in advance. Now, some things come up, but for the most part we will have homework Mon.-Thurs. After your child has settled in for the school year, please let me know if your child consistently takes more than 40 minutes to complete an assignment. 

We are practicing using an agenda, so please check your child’s BUDLLDOG binder to make sure they do not have homework and/or that it is completed. For each day late, unless a letter is written with a valid excuse, the student will lose points each day that it is late. Students will be allowed one grace day, but after that day, it is late. 
**
Elementary School Guidelines for Grading

**
Elementary School*** teachers are provided with the following guidelines for grading student work.  

A+ 100%-98%                A 97%-94%            A- 93%-90%

B+ 89%-88%                  B 87%-84%            B- 83%-80%

C+ 79%-78%                  C 77%-74%             C- 73%-70%

D+ 69%-68%                 D 67%-64%             D- 63%-60%

F 59% or below
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In order to provide our students with the excellent educational climate they deserve, the students and I use the following Discipline Plan that will be in effect at all times. I am sure some of you saw this plan in 3rd grade

Class Room/ School-Wide Rules

1. Be Respectful.

2. Follow Routines

3. Be Responsible  

= A GOOD REPUTATION FOR OUR CLASSROOM AND THE SCHOOL

So that all students may have the opportunity to learn in an environment that is respectful and safe, we will discuss, practice, and exhibit our Classroom Procedures that will be followed by all.  These are Give Me Five: I am quiet, I am listening, my hands are still, my eyes are on the speaker and I am doing my personal best. We will also follow the rules to the pledge we write as a class. Behavior cards will be placed on the child’s desk, so that it is personal for them.  I will contact parents if there seems to be consistent behavior area that arises.  I am a very strong believer in the Latin term “Tabula Rasa,” which means, “clean slate.”  Each day is a new opportunity and a fresh beginning.

Conduct Letters

The students all have a behavior card with red, yellow, orange, and green on it.  

Green= excellent behavior- TOP DOG behavior

Yellow- warning

Orange- Refocus Sheet/5 minutes of recess lost

Red- No Recess/Refocus/A phone call home (these will be used on a need basis depending on the situation.

Your child will have a behavior card on his or her desk. At the end of every day of the week, they will mark the color they were on that day. On Friday’s in their BULLDOG Binder, you will be able to see what color they were on and why. All I ask is that you sign the behavior sheet and return it to me on the following Monday. (They will have one grace day and if it is not returned on Tues, they will move their card).

All students are responsible for maintaining procedures and will be held accountable.
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Room Parents


I will be working with room parents this year.  These parents will help organize parties, special projects and events, etc.  All parents are important to us.  No one will be left out.  Room parents will be called upon during the year to help with various activities.  Occasionally you will receive a note or a call from us for help!  The class parties will include a Halloween, winter holiday, a Valentine’s Day party, and an end of the year party.  I would like to thank each of you in advance for your help this year.

Birthdays


A school-wide policy has been adopted regarding birthday treats.  Please only send in precut or individually packaged treats, and please deliver them to the office. They must be store bought. This will help to avoid disruptions during instructional time. I will let you know if we have peanut allergies as the year begins and I get the information. 

Snacks


We will have snack during the day. Please have your child bring a healthy snack to school. They will be able to eat when they feel needed, however, if an issue arises I will let you know. Remember also at the beginning of the year, it is very hot, so please make sure your child has a drink.  

Conferences


If you would like to schedule a conference earlier than Conference time, please send a note with your child or e-mail.  We will try to coordinate a time that is convenient for everyone involved.

Organization

 
You probably have already seen the binder in your child’s backpack and are probably curious about it because you know it was not on the school supply list. I gave your child their very own BULLDOG Binder. These books are organized in this fashion: (this is also available on the website)

Clear Pocket #1/Inside Cover if there is one- important school notes- anything from the school office will be in this pocket.
Clear Pocket/Folder #2- Parent Teacher Communication- anything from me or a note from you to me would go in this pocket.
Homework Folder- any homework will be in here. There are two sections; to do and completed. They know what goes where in the binder.

Wonderful Work Folder: Wonderful work to keep: any work from school will be in here. This will be full every Fri. Please keep these papers at home. PLEASE SIGN THE BEHAVIOR SHEET AND 
RETURN IT TO ME By MONDAY WITH THIS FOLDER!! Students will have one grace to bring it back and if not brought back by Tuesday, they will move their card. ** Students will be allowed to do class work or homework over if they received lower than 70%. This will be stapled and placed in the child’s Friday Folder. It will be due the next week or the grade will stay what it was.  

Thank you again,

Alison Lincoln

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the Parent Survival Handbook and discussed the necessary content with my child.

Parent/ Guardian Signature ________________________________

Child’s Name_______________________ Date _________________

Comments_______________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

I have read and discussed the discipline procedures with my child.  Please sign and return to school.

________________________    

______________________             


Parent Signature





Child Signature

