Answers to questions regarding Sitton Spelling by Mrs.Coffey
During our Parent Education Night and Parent Conferences, there seemed to be a number of questions related to our Spelling program and how it fits with our more capable students.  The following are some frequently asked questions and, hopefully, some thorough responses:

Q:  This doesn’t look anything like the spelling programs I have seen for years.  Why did we move to such a different kind of program?

A:  That’s exactly right.  This is a very different program, but one based on principles we as teachers have known for a long time.  Memorizing a weekly list of words does little to improve a child’s long-term retention of those words or their overall ability to spell.  Spelling is a bit of an oddity in school curriculum.  It is a subject we teach, but a child’s basic ability to spell or not to spell correctly is rarely changed by memorizing lists of words.  As we looked at our materials, teachers wanted to find a better way to teach spelling that would have longer-range effects on a child’s achievement.  

Q:  So if they are not memorizing a list of words each week, what are they doing?

A:  Sitton Spelling is designed to teach children how words are put together and used.  Daily work involves spelling patterns and the correct use of frequently misspelled and misused forms of words.  Words are practiced in context, so children have a better chance of retaining the information they are learning about how words are formed and used.  

Q:  These words are so easy.  I don’t think my child is being challenged enough in spelling.

A:  For our more capable student, this is the most common question and the answer is not really a direct one.  For some of you, as children, spelling probably came very easily.  For others, I would imagine it was and may still be a challenge.  Spelling tends to be, at its base, something people are either really good at or not so good at.  For people who are ‘not so good’ at spelling, programs like Sitton Spelling get at the reasons it is difficult – understanding word patterns and how words are used.  

For people who are inherently good spellers, the reality is they are always going to be good spellers.  We can spend time each week looking up harder and harder words for your good spellers to memorize.  The students can, in turn, spend time each week learning them.  And each week, with little effort, those same children will get 100% on any test of words.  For children working at this level, this is not the best use of their intellectual energy.  We would much rather spend time truly challenging their brains with vocabulary work like Word Masters where they are learning the true application of words in analogies.  This is work that asks them to think critically as opposed to memorizing the spelling of words – which utilizes only the most basic thinking skills.  
Our perspective is that we would rather spend the precious instructional time we have with your children working on material that will truly challenge their intellect.  For gifted and talented students, memorizing lists of spelling words is not in their academic best interests.  
