September 14, 2011
Dear Parents and/or Guardians,
We are starting to get a rhythm to our days and are getting use to first grade.  The class is working together to earn class sticks.  A stick can be earned when the whole class is quiet in the hallways, works without talking, or follows directions.   When the class earns thirty sticks, they will vote on a special type of celebration such as pajama day or bring a stuffed animal to school.  Right now the class has earned twelve sticks.  
Math homework started this week.  I do expect the homework to come back the next day.  Remember to keep the letter that is sent home at the beginning of a chapter because it has the answers to the homework questions.  Most of the homework will not take more than fifteen minutes which is why homework needs to be returned the next day unless your child is sick.  Good habits with homework start now.  If your child does not bring back the homework, they will walk to laps on the white line at recess.  The math program is designed to give the children practice in what has been taught in class and it is important that homework is done and returned.
We are working on building stamina in order to become better readers.  We are practicing the three ways to read a book.  Way Number 1 is to look at the pictures and try and tell the story.  Way Number 2 is to read the words.  Way Number 3 is to retell the story.  The children have books in their book boxes.  Each day they take their book boxes to a quiet place in the room to read to themselves.  During this time, the children are working on staying in one spot, reading the entire time, getting to work right away, and reading quietly.  Each day the time spent “reading to self” is extended.  The next step in building stamina will be to read to another person.  We will be starting that tomorrow.  We also will be practicing picking “good fit” books.  Right now we are going over the steps for picking a “good fit” book and will practice when we go to the library on Friday.  I PICK is the term we use.  I choose a book.  Purpose – Why do I want to read it?  Interest – Does this book interest me?  Comprehend – Do I understand what I am reading?  Know – I know the words.   In time this should help the children find books that they can read successfully.
Next Wednesday is Picture Day.  In the next couple of days you will be getting information about the process.  Our time to have pictures taken is 10:20.  
The Lost and Found at Willow is quickly developing again.  If you would please take the time and label your child’s clothes, it would help me get the right sweater back to the right child.  I have two girls’ sweaters right now and no one is claiming them.  One is white and the other is a maroon red.  If one of these sweaters sounds like it might be your child’s please let me know.  Having experienced my own daughter not realizing a sweater in the Lost and Found was hers helps me understand that sometimes children do not recognize their own things.  
If you have any concerns or questions, please email me or call me.  Thank you.
Mrs. Sandala

