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Welcome to Room 63!  Please look around the room and browse through the textbooks in your child’s desk.  

I am looking forward to an exciting, productive year working with you and your child.  I can see that many of the students already possess excellent learning skills.  My goal is to create an environment that facilitates learning, which enables every student to be successful.  I implement a wide variety of teaching strategies to meet the needs of all of my students.  It is my goal to foster their excitement and enthusiasm for learning.  I want to work with you as a team to ensure that your child becomes an independent lifelong learner.
So that you have a better understanding of our academic programs, the following is a brief overview.

Reading:

I will be your child’s reading teacher.  The district has adopted the McDougal Littell, The Language of Literature, reading series for intermediate grades.  We are also using the Gretchen Courtney Comprehension Keystones framework.  One of the goals of this series is to teach students to become lifelong readers who enjoy and deeply comprehend text.  The program emphasizes essential reading skills such as predicting, summarizing, connecting, inferring, questioning, and imaging through a literature-based curriculum.  
Language Arts

The sixth grade text, Language Network emphasizes grammar, writing and communications.  Expressive writing skills and mechanics or written language across all areas of the curriculum will be the focus while fostering creative and critical thinking.  Students will work on writing a multi-paragraph narrative, expository and persuasive essay with elaborate sentences and vocabulary while keeping the topic focused.  The basic skills of capitalization, organization, punctuation and spelling, as well as parts of speech will be stressed.

Spelling will also be taught during the language arts period.  We are using the Rebecca Sitton series.  This series emphasizes the learning of important words for a lifetime of spelling in the real world.
Social Studies

Mrs. Smith is your child’s Social Studies teacher.  She is located around the corner in Room 25.  The district has adopted the Prentice Hall, World Explorer Social Studies program.  The sixth grade students will begin the year studying Geography.  Students will be exposed to movements of the earth, maps and locating places using longitude and latitude.  The students then explore The Ancient World, specifically Egypt, Greece and Rome.  Finally the students learn about Medieval Times to Today and Europe and Russia.
Science

The F.A.S.T. Science program, Foundational Approach to Science Teaching, will be presented to the students throughout the year.  It is a hands-on method to Science teaching utilizing the inquiry approach.  Each series of labs incorporates skills and knowledge acquired in previous labs.  This program continues on into the Junior High school years.

Math

All of our students have different teachers for Math, feel free to stop and talk with your child’s Math teacher.  The curriculum uses the district adopted McDougal Littell Middle School Math Series Course 2.  This course covers the objectives adopted by the district for sixth grade.  A wide variety of materials and techniques may be used to accomplish these objectives.

Special Subjects

Please feel free to visit all the Specials in their rooms.  The students have a daily gym period.  Also during the year, your child may be enrolled in Music, Speech/Drama, Health, Junior Great Books and Art for one 9 week period each.
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A brief overview of classroom policies…

Homework Policy

Written homework will be given Monday-Thursday.  Additionally, when a project is due, the student may have work over the weekend.  All homework is to be done neatly on loose-leaf paper.  (Students will be instructed to do work in their spirals and leave it in their spirals.)  All work is to be done in blue or black ink and in cursive.  Homework is to be handed in on the due date.  If homework is late, a deduction in points will be assessed according to our grade level policy.

Tardy Policy

Students are tardy if they are not in their seats when the bell begins to ring.  Students are allowed two tardies; the third tardy will result in a detention.

Classroom Discipline

The purpose of discipline is to maintain an environment conducive to learning.  I will be firm, consistent and fair in dealing with any problems.  Consequences may include a verbal warning, a phone call home or a student detention or office referral, if necessary.

Should you have any questions concerning the above or want additional information, please feel free to ask or call.  My voice mailbox number is 1663.  Email is another way to reach me, my email address is cherie.krantzler@homewoodsd153.org.

Individual conferences will be held on November 21 and 22.  Please remember to sign up for a conference; the sign-up sheet is on the front table.

Thank you for your time in attending tonight.  I look forward to the opportunity to be a part of your child’s life!  
Sincerely,

Ms. Cherie Krantzler  
