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Classroom Expectations:
· Respect everyone and their property.  The behavior and efforts from the ensemble will show when representing the entire school and city of Homewood.

· No gum, candy, food, or drinks are allowed in the classroom.  

· Be prepared for class.  Bring your homework, pencil, music, instruments, and accessories.

· Students are expected to practice individual parts at home.  School rehearsal is the time for the higher aspects of music, such as balance, blend, dynamics, and fine-tuning.

· Instruments should go home on a daily basis.  5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade bass and 6th, 7th, and 8th grade cello students will have an instrument provided for them (the rental fee of $45/year will help pay for the instrument up-keep).  Violins and Violas should inform Mrs. White if they need to have a home/school instrument, a school instrument may be available for rental.

· Students who are not meeting behavior or performance expectations will be placed on an individual contract to help formalize a plan for student/ensemble success.

· Ask Mrs. White questions at any time to clarify any of the expectations or other orchestra-related items.

Performance Expectations:

Students are expected to be present for all concerts, contests, festivals, and other playing opportunities listed with the important dates.  If a student is unable to attend an event, it must be excused by Mrs. White at least TWO WEEKS ahead of time and an alternate assignment may be required.  Student’s concert dress is as follows:
7th and 8th Grade –

PMA assists in assigning each student with their assigned uniform, which includes:  skirt/pants, cummerbund, cross tie, to be kept on assigned hanger in the clothing bag.  Tuxedo shirts are purchased at uniform distribution night.  Please also have plain black dress pants to wear with the purchased Hart Music Polo.
· Girls – tuxedo shirt, white undershirt, skin tone nylons, and black dress shoes.  

· Boys –tuxedo shirt, white undershirt, black socks, and black dress shoes.

5th and 6th Grade –

· Millennium music polo, white undershirt, PLAIN black dress pants (no designs, stripes, sequence, lace of any kind is acceptable), plain black socks, and PLAIN black dress shoes (no athletic shoes, high heels, or sandals).

*  This attire is expected from all students and entails a percentage of the performance grade.  If you are unable to provide these items for the concerts, please inform Mrs. White THREE WEEKS before the first concert.  STUDENTS NOT DRESSED APPROPRIATELY MAY BE ASKED TO NOT PERFORM!
*  Students need to arrive to the concert approximately 45 minutes before performance time for tuning and warm-up.  Please respect this time expectation since there are many students involved in the concert performing.

Orchestra Grades:

Grades within the orchestra classroom will work as in any other curricular classroom.  Grades are handed out every 12 weeks.  Students have the right, at any time, to inquire about their grades.  Please allow 24 hours for grades to be up-dated.  Parents may call at anytime to inquire about their student’s grades with the same respect of a 24-hour up-date period.  There are six categories in which students will receive their grades.  Each area is outlined below with the percentage included.

· Performance 20% - this area is designed to reward the students that participate in the concerts at a 100% level.  This grade includes dress, arriving on time, behavior, participation during the performance, and prepared with supplies.
· Homework 10% - there will be homework assigned periodically.  Students should be prepared to have a small notebook and pencil on a daily basis. 

· Lesson Attendance 15% - a student’s participation in their weekly lessons is essential to their music education.  When children are absent, they are excused from school, including their lessons.  Students should inform Mrs. White in the morning if they have a test during their lesson time and arrange a make-up lesson for that same day.  

· Practice Reports 15% - practicing is a vital part of your student’s music instruction.  Students are expected to practice for a total of 180 minutes per week, averaging 30 minutes per day 6 days a week.  Practice reports are due two times each grading period; once before mid-term grades are tallied and once before the trimester grades are finalized.  Students cannot make up practice reports and cannot be accepted late.  The final due dates for practice reports are on the sheets Mrs. White hands out at the beginning of each grading period, but students should turn in practice reports on a weekly basis.   

·  Tests and Quizzes 20% - students will be required to perform written and playing tests and quizzes.  Playing tests, just as it sounds, this is a request by the teacher to check a section of music usually during lesson time.  The students will be informed of these sections the day before or sooner.  Quizzes are unannounced brief tests (playing or written) during class time or lessons.  

· Attitude and Effort 20% - this is the single most important aspect of the grades for the students.  Every 2 – 3 weeks, the students will be evaluated on their everyday attitude and effort.  If a student’s attitude is wonderful but they have poor participation in the classroom, then that student should not expect an “A”, as well as if a student participates highly, but consistently has a poor attitude and behavior.       

* There is a deduction for assignments turned in late.  There are some items that will not be accepted after the due date. (i.e practice reports, permission slips, tests, in-class assignments, etc …)


Grading Scale:

100% - 90% = A

89% - 80%   = B
79% - 70%   = C
69% - 60%   = D

59% - 0%     = F
Millennium and James Hart Orchestra

Schedule of Events:

Sep. 9 – Symphonic Orchestra perform at Hart Assembly

Sep. 12 and 14 – 4th grade recruitment at Churchill 4:00 – 7:30

Sep. 19 - 5/6 Mille Music Parent Meeting 6:30 pm (parent attendance is necessary)

Sep. 27 – 7/8 PMA Uniform Distribution Night (required) 

Oct. 1 - 7/8 IMEA District I Festival Audition for select students

Oct. 22 – Chamber Orchestra Performs @ Pasta Palooza

Nov. 5 – 7/8 IMEA District I Festival for select students

Nov. 10 – 5th – 8th grade Fall Orchestra Concert 7:00 pm

Dec. 9 – Chamber Orchestra Winter Community Tour 

Jan TBA – Rehearsal with Parker Orchestra and Dr. Rogers
Jan. 23 – 7/8 Tri-District Orchestra Rehearsal a.m and Concert 7 pm @ HF

Feb. 7 – 5th and 6th Orchestra/Choir Concert 7 pm

Feb. 25 – 6th -8th  IGSMA Solo & Ensemble Contest 

Mar. 8 – Symphonic Orchestra Contest Review for Parents (required for students) 6 pm 

Mar. 10 – 7/8 IGSMA Organization Contest 
Apr. 25 – 6th Grade Cadet Orchestra Tour to Willow School

Apr. 26 – 5th - 8th Grade Spring Orchestra Concert 7:00 pm

May 7 – PMA 8th Grade Banquet (8th and ISYM 7th)

May 11 – 7th/8th Symphonic Orchestra Tour to Churchill and Uniform Turn-in
May 25 – Chamber Spring Community Tour
May 28 – Chamber at Memorial Day Parade Ceremony

June 4 – 6/7 Orchestra Perform at Graduation

*** PMA meetings are 7 pm on the 3rd Monday each month.  Location TBA.

(Cut and return to Mrs. White)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I have read the handbook and schedule of events.  I agree and will follow the expectations for Orchestra members.  In addition, I understand the commitments for the above dates. 

Parent Signature _________________________  email: _________________________

Student Signature ________________________   

Address _____________________________________ Home Phone#: ______________

*This is your first homework assignment, students.  This form is due to Mrs. White on or before September 9, 2011.
