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OCTOBER  NEWSLETTER
MRS. SMITH’S OUTSTANDING 
   6TH GRADERS  ROOM  -  25

LEAVES ARE FALLING, BUT LEARNING IS FILLING THE AIR!
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   We’re off and running and making great gains in all areas.  Bravo to each of you for putting forth such great effort!  We have been busy as beavers organizing, planning and being actively involved in the learning process.  Keep up the good work!
Although mid-term has come and gone, know that students have a few weeks to bring grades up, so be sure to have your child complete all work on time to avoid unnecessary penalties. Yes, we did a fabulous job of turning mid-terms and grade checks in on time.  
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READING
    As we’ve started the year with the usage of reading strategies: predicting fiction and nonfiction pieces. We’ll delve into making connections, visualizing what we read, asking questions, obtaining an understanding of implied and explicit questions and reading for information.  In addition, we’ll compare story characters and analyze plot by looking at exposition, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.

Throughout the year we will study AFFIXES (prefixes, roots and suffixes)to expand our understanding of word usage.   Example:  ambi – means both (Therefore, ambidextrous means the use of both hands).
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Our first Book Report:  (fiction) will be issued next Monday, Oct. 17th and will be due on Tuesday, Nov. 29th.  Students will be given a planning sheet to use to help them along the way as we strive to do our best in whatever we undertake.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
We’ve started our study of the Ancient World so please expect your child to bring his/her book home periodically as well as their organized Social Studies folders that’ll be collected the lst of Nov.   As we have ended our study of geography, we will continue to incorporate these concepts throughout the year.  We’ve learned that geography is the study of the earth and how geographers work to answer where things are located and why they are there.  Studying the five themes:  place, region, location, human-environment interaction and movement are the elements used by geographer to understand our world even better.

This week, we’re concluding our study of early man and how they interacted with the environment.  We often wonder how we’d  have survived and adapted to change.  Geographers really do play an important role as they help us understand the past through using primary and secondary sources.

It was also neat to discover that early humans migrated from East Africa to all parts of the world through avenues such as the Bering Strait which is a land bridge that’s now covered by water.  Yes, our ancestors had to domesticate plants and animals to make them more useful to them in order to survive...  Stay tuned as we share more about the first civilization.

Social Studies homework will be given about 2 days a week and chapter tests will be issued about every 2- 3 weeks.  A quiz of some kind is given every week. Periodically we will have family homework, such as the sharing of oral traditions, interviews, the sharing of family portraits, or the likes.  Students will be given mini-projects as well as make oral presentations when doing current events.  As the year progresses, we will do some re-enactments and role playing.
 As in all subjects, students are encouraged to participate in class, produce quality work and turn work in on time.  
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Please encourage your child to bring home his/her 6th grade core words and study them on a weekly basis.  I’ve given each child a copy.  Note that they’re in the back of the student spelling workbook. The words are distributed throughout the 6th grade workbook so we never know which words will occur on the test.  At this point we appear to be testing at least every 2 weeks.  Students are keeping a daily list of words missed, so please encourage your child to bring this list home for study purposes.

LANGUAGE

We are learning the 8 parts of speech and how to incorporate these components into our daily writing.  Thus far we have studied sentence parts: subject and predicates.  In addition, we’re learning to add more Word Choice and Voice to our writings.  Look forward to viewing your child’s 2nd writing piece in a few weeks.
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*Write all assignments in assignment 
   book

*Submit neat and quality work on time
*Work on Book Report

*Read at least 20 minutes each night

*Keep binders/folders organized

*Expand thinking and share ideas

*Submit all work in on time

*See our work partner when 

  returning from an absence
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UPCOMING EVENTS

10/21     End of lst special
11/10     End of first trimester

11/11     Veterans Day – school closed
11/17     Grades go home
11/21& 11/22 
No school – parent  

                             conferences
   **Note, if you haven’t returned your conference request form, please do so as soon as possible.  I will send confirmation dates and times at the end of the month or the lst of November.

Don’t forget, if you need to contact me you can call the school (799-8697  Ext. 2063)   email me at  Sandra.Smith@Homewoodsd153.org or send me a note. 
“Teaming for Success”
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Parent Signature:
__________________________________

HAPPY OCTOBER!
