September in Room 63
Back to School!!!  September is filled with new beginnings!  So far the class is off to a great start and I anticipate that this will continue.  Old friends are reconnecting and new friendships are being forged.

In the classroom we are moving forward.  

Science:  We are completing a series of Observation labs.  These teach students the meaning of using our five senses to make keen observations like a scientist.  You may have heard about some of the observations:  the penny lab, the fountain connection, think tube and three can observation are a few of them.  Students are excited and learning!!  We will continue with our metric unit this month.
Reading:  Students are working hard to learn how to make good, valid predictions while reading because that is what good readers do!!  We have been previewing text and carefully recording author, title, setting, genre, mood and action.  Then we combine our background knowledge with that and make specific predictions.  As we read, we change and enhance those predictions as needed.  We are practicing to add “Voice” to our writing by practicing writing color similes, texture similes and making word gradients.

Language Arts:  We are reviewing parts of speech and finding them in a sentence.  We are then making compound sentences.  We will be then diagramming those sentences.

Spelling:  We are working on antonyms and synonyms and also rules to make words plural.  Please watch for the Parent Task that comes home with every unit.  Completion of the worksheet with a parent and getting a signature gains a few extra credit points.

Social Studies:  Students are learning about geography and maps and will soon be starting to learn about ancient cultures.  

Math:  Students reviewed whole number operations and the properties rules.  We are going to move forward to Chapter 1 in the book.  We will be covering number sense, patterns and algebraic thinking.  Students will have homework Monday thru Thursday.

Thanks for your continued support.  Please contact me with any concerns through email or voicemail.  I look forward to helping your student really grow this year!!
Ms. Krantzler  
