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Room 63
Mrs. Krantzler

Things are really moving along here in Room 63.  We are well into the First Trimester.  In fact, we only have a few more weeks before this trimester ends on November 10. 

What is going on? 
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In SCIENCE we have made many observations on physical matter.  If you haven’t heard about these things before, ask your student about the Mobius strip or the Einstein puzzle.  If asked, could you draw everything on the face of a penny?  Try looking at it with a magnifying glass, you may see something new!  Can you PREDICT how many drops of water a penny can hold?  All of our observation labs are leading up to our study of physical science.  We have been making a hypothesis, practicing observations skills, obtaining and recording data and coming to conclusions.

We walked over to our class study area last week to begin our Ecology study.  Our class groups had certain duties to perform.  The first group to work was our BOUNDRY GROUP.  They were in charge of pacing off and marking our Class Study Area for all the other students.  Our CSA (shorthand for Class Study Area) includes several types of trees and bushes, a few animals and even a water feature!  After we studied and recorded our observations as a large group, we went back to the classroom and prepared a small class map to scale.  We paced off the meters so we can replicate it on our map as accurately as possible.   We are also observing a small quadrant of the area outside the school and making individual study area maps.  We will try to return to the area later during the year and observe and record any changes we find.   
An important part of our science program is your student’s BINDER.  We do not use books, but rather create our own book with our binder. By now each student should have set up their binder correctly and have appropriate dividers in it.  Each student MUST have a METRIC RULER also.  It is essential that your child place all of their work into the correct section of the binder because we refer to it often and they receive a grade for it each semester.  Also, students are allowed to use their binders for tests and quizzes.  
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In LANGUAGE ARTS we have been studying parts of the sentence and now are reviewing our skills involving the parts of speech.  We take notes and practice using our rules and will continue working on activities involving parts of speech.  You may hear a few grammar songs after we watch Grammar Rock; many students will be humming when they leave the room!  Good writers know that it is important for students to understand the eight parts of speech and their role in a sentence. Do you remember diagramming sentences in grade school?  Students have been practicing that too; if they can visualize where the words go on the line, they will be more successful in their writing.
In READING we have been practicing our predicting skills.  Students look at the text and observe text features and access their background knowledge.  Then they can form a more informed prediction.  While reading, students then enhance and adjust their predictions.  These skills make better, more focused readers and also will help when summarizing.  We have read varied fiction and nonfiction text.  Ask your student about “The World’s Greatest Elephant” (Modoc- what a story; and it is true!)  We will be reading about King Tut and the Titanic as well.  We have been practicing some “voice” activities as well.  These are activities promote more interesting, rich writing and include such areas as similes, metaphors and word gradients.  Students did a great job writing an alliterative story.  Soon we will be starting on writing narrative and persuasive essays.      

In SPELLING we have been practicing proofreading and editing skills and our core words.  We studied the many spellings of the “s” sound.  Ask your student to name a few.  We are also studying about homophones, those words that sound alike but are spelled differently and have different meanings.  You may have helped your child with a few activities in spelling, thanks!  We like having parents involved in their child’s education.  You may also be reminded of something you may have forgotten from a long time ago! 
*****If you have not sent in $4.00 for our treats at our class parties, please send it as soon as you can.  Our first party is coming up!
*****If you signed up to supply treats for our upcoming fall party, we will be making reminder calls closer to that date, October 31st. 

*****If you have NOT SIGNED up for a conference time, please call or send me a note or email to set a time. 

 If you have already signed up, I will be sending reminder notices home with your child soon.   
Conferences are scheduled for November 21 from 8:00AM-8:00 PM and November 22 from 8:30 AM- 12:00 PM.  

************ JUST A REMINDER **************
Mrs. Smith and I continue to encourage your student to write down his/her homework in the agenda book daily. This is to ensure that materials and assignments are taken home so homework can be completed and turned in on time.  Homework is assigned to reinforce and practice skills learned in class.  PLEASE take the time to look at the agenda book and your child’s homework.  We are encouraging your student to become independent learners and to take more responsibility everyday.  Thank you for your continued support of your child; together we can help them to succeed. 
Thank you for all that you do!! 
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