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            Room 63
          Mrs. Krantzler


The holidays are fast approaching!  
*The last day of school before winter break is Dec. 20, dismissal is at 2:00 PM.   
*WE WILL HAVE OUR CLASSROOM HOLIDAY PARTY DEC. 20.  If you signed up to send in snacks, or just want to send something to share, please have them here at school before 11 AM.   
*Midterm grades for the second trimester are due on 1/20/2012.
 
 What is going on in the classroom?
Science
In Science, we have been busy making observations and learning about properties such as mass. In PS-1 students were asked to predict where they thought partially filled vials would end up when dropped into a container with 2 clear liquids.  The results were not what we expected.  When this occurs we call it an anomaly. We have practiced using balance scales and massing objects.  So far, we have come up with the idea that more mass equals more sinking.  Students used 55 grams of clay to create boats and added pennies to see how much mass it would take to sink them.  They discovered that there were more things involved than just having similar mass. That led us to our next lab, PS-5, will involves area and volume.  We will continue to explore these areas of interest.

Language Arts / Spelling
In LA, we have been continuing our study of parts of speech.  We practiced identifying and using pronouns.  We will continue studying parts of speech with adjectives and adverbs. 
Additionally, students have been practicing their writing skills and wrote a narrative story for Halloween and an acrostic poem for Thanksgiving. 
We continue to work on spelling words on our priority list as well as practicing many skills such as adding suffixes and prefixes and “weirdo” words.

Reading
In Reading we have been practicing our summary skills.  Students have been reading for plot and then thinking about the theme that the author is trying to express.  We then combine them into a clear, focused summary.  Also, we have been practicing reading short pieces and then answering comprehension questions.  Next, we are going to learn a great technique for non fiction summarization and practice using that on different pieces of nonfiction.  Students should always have a book available to read during down time!
 
Late and missing assignments are a problem for some students.  As we head into the second part of the second trimester, please discuss the negative impact of late or missing work on their grade.  Most assignments given are an extension of class work and are begun in class.  If the student has a question there is time to ask it so the assignment can be completed.  Also, I am available to help before and after school if the student lets me know.  The school policy is that if a student is missing three assignments they can be sent to Saturday school to make up missing work, correct failing assignments or to receive extra help.  Please encourage your student to copy all assignments from the board each day and show them to you, even if they say they are done.  This way you can see what the student is doing in class and monitor the quality of their work.  Additionally, the parent portal is an excellent way to keep abreast of your child’s progress and grades.  

At this time, many students are running out of supplies.  Students need to have their own supply of pencils and pens as well as notebooks and loose leaf paper.  Additionally, some students do not have a ruler for science.  This is vital for the completion of the graphs we are doing in science.  




Project Respect/The Three Be’s:    We have been talking to students about responsibility. This month we are focusing on taking responsibility for self.  We encourage students to be responsible for themselves; this includes writing down and finishing homework and not touching other students or their property.    We discussed the responsibility of the teacher, parents and students.  We encourage students to become independent learners and to be responsible for studying and turning in their best work. 

Thank you for all your support and encouragement, together we can help all of our students become successful!  Please email or call me with any questions or concerns.  Together we will succeed!
Have a safe and happy holiday!
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