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Room 63
Hello!  Welcome back to a new year!  

Let’s find out what is going on so far this year!

Spelling Bee
The Spelling Bee was on January 18.  Our classroom winners were Angelina Izguerra, Kiara Ernst and alternate Sarah Lendi.  Congratulations to all our winners!
Six Flags Reading Program
[image: image2.wmf]Again this year students are invited to read outside of school in order to earn a FREE ticket to Six Flags.  Students received a log sheet to tally the hours read.  They need to read just 6 hours in order to earn the ticket.  All sheets must be signed by parents and returned to me no later than February 17.
Pennies for Pasta
This year student council is sponsoring a “Pennies for Pasta” program.  We are asking students to collect any change they can spare for 3 weeks and donate it to the fund to support the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s mission: to cure the disease and improve the quality of life for patients and their families.
                                              Classroom Notes

Science

In Science we are continuing our work on mass and volume.  Students have been working with overflow cups recently.  Do you know how to use one?  Ask your child how and why this tool is used to find volume.

Language Arts
We are continuing to work on parts of speech.  We finished studying adjectives and are working on verbs and adverbs.  We will be beginning interjections and will discuss prepositions and conjunctions next.  
In writing, we are beginning our latest narrative piece.  Students will be creating a piece about their most exciting event.  They will describe the characters and setting and all the details leading up to the event.  Students will also practice looking at the rubric for grading the pieces and giving grades to other’s work.  This should help them in writing better pieces.
ReadingWe have been using short pieces of literature to learn skills such as summarizing and finding key points.  Our last two nonfiction pieces were high interest pieces about John Deere and Tony Hawk.  Students have learned to find the first and last sentences and repeated words to find a key point.  Then, they can take this longer key point summary and narrow it down to 20 words.  Students are having fun with this task~!  Since ISAT is fast approaching, we will continue to work on these and other reading skills as well as writing extended response pieces.
The first half of the second trimester is completed, third quarter specials begin Monday the 23rd.   Since returning from Winter break, we are in full swing again.  Please continue to encourage your student to work hard and come prepared to work and learn.  It is imperative that your child takes responsibility for finishing assignments and turning them in on time.  We are trying to teach them responsibility, accountability and the value of caring about your work.  I appreciate all the support you give your children as we work together to help them grow.  If you have any questions, please call or email me.
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