Ms. Means’ Math Class 
2011-2012
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I am excited to have your child participating in my math class this year.  This is a 5th grade level math class; however, we move at an accelerated pace to allow more time for enrichment and problem solving activities. Below I have included some information that will ensure your child has a successful year.

Required Materials

*Calculator TI-30X-II
*Math Journal (supplied by teacher)
*Agenda Book 

*Sharpened Pencils
*McDougal Littell Math Textbook and Notetaking Guide

(In the coming weeks, students will visit the computer lab for a tutorial on accessing the McDougal Littell textbook online from home.   This will alleviate the need for some students to carry this textbook home on a daily basis.)
Homework 
*Students will be assigned homework Monday through Thursday.  Occasionally, homework may also be assigned on Fridays.   Students are required to write their daily assignments in their agenda notebooks.  Please check your child’s agenda notebook nightly to ensure that all assignments have been completed.  All assignments are expected to be handed in on time.  If a student misses an assignment or turns in an incomplete assignment, a notice will be sent home requiring a parent or guardian signature. Late assignments will receive a penalty.  Continuously failing to complete homework assignments will result in detention and/ or academic Saturday school.  There is no penalty for late assignments if there is a valid explanation from a parent.
Math Facts
This year students will continue using the Otter Creek Math Facts program; most students are already familiar with this from Churchill.  This program is designed to help students solidify their math facts in multiplication and division.  

Twice per week students will bring home a math facts practice sheet.  Students are to complete the problems on the top half of the sheet.  After completing the top half, your child should give the paper to an adult or older sibling to quiz them.  The quizzer should read each problem going across the row.  The child should respond by saying the problem followed by the answer. (ex: Parent: “four times two?”,  Child: four times two equals eight.”)  The following morning the student will return with their practice sheet and be given a one minute timing at their individualized level.

The hope is that by writing the answers down and then by practicing the problems and answers verbally, the facts will be remembered.  The more they practice these sheets, the better they will do on the tests.  It is essential that students practice their facts at home in order to meet their one-minute test goal and move to the next level.

Friday Folders
Each student has a designated Friday Folder.  At the end of each week graded classwork, homework, quizzes, and tests will be sent home.  Inside each folder there is a place for parents to sign and date.   This indicates that you have seen your child’s work and are aware of their progress.  Most papers are yours to keep; however there may be assignments that require a parent signature.   Students should return with their signed Friday Folders the following school day.
Grading Scale

A – Excellent Progress

90%-100%
B – Very Good


80%-89%

C – Satisfactory


70%-79%

D – Minimum



60%-69%

F – Unsatisfactory


59%-below
If you have not already done so, please be sure to review the student handbook located in the front of your child’s agenda book.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns throughout the school year, please do not hesitate to contact me.  You may leave a voice-mail message or contact me via e-mail at any time.  I do check both regularly throughout the day and will respond to your message as soon as possible.  
I believe that a great learning experience is built on a cooperative effort between parent, child, and teacher.  Together we will make this school year a positive and successful experience for your child. We are going to have a great year!

Ms. Means

Tene.Means@Homewoodsd153.org

(708) 647-2333 voicemail

(708)799-8697 school office

Please detach and sign below.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read and understand the expectations for 5th grade math. 

_________________________________


____________________

Student Signature





Date
__________________________________


____________________
Parent Signature





Date

*Please return to Ms. Means. Thanks (
