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 August 24, 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians:

I am pleased to take this opportunity to introduce myself and welcome you and your child to Millennium School.  This is my fourth year serving families in the Homewood School District.  I currently hold a B.A. in Elementary Education and recently earned a Masters in Curriculum and Instruction.   It is my love of helping young people reach their goals and exceed their expectations that fuels my passion for teaching.  I am also the proud parent of two boys.  My oldest, Justin, is starting his sophomore year of high school and my youngest, Jalen, is entering fourth grade.  
Please read over the information in this packet to learn about our classroom routines, procedures, and expectations.  Please complete the attached student information sheet and return it as soon as possible.   

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns throughout the school year, please do not hesitate to contact me.  You may leave a voice-mail message or contact me via e-mail at any time.  I do check both regularly throughout the day and will respond to your message as soon as possible.  
I sincerely believe that a great learning experience is built on a cooperative effort between parent, child, and teacher.  Together we will make this school year a positive and successful experience for your child. We are going to have a great year!

Ms. Means

Tene.Means@Homewoodsd153.org

(708) 647-2333 voicemail

(708)799-8697 school office

Homework

Students will be assigned homework Monday through Thursday.  Occasionally, homework and special projects may also be assigned on Fridays.  The homework given is designed to help students achieve classroom and school goals. Homework assignments are an extension of the learning that takes place during the school day.  Typically, daily homework assignments should take approximately forty-five minutes to one hour to complete.
Homework assignments are posted on the board daily. Students are required to write their daily assignments in their agenda notebooks.  Please check your child’s agenda notebook nightly to ensure that all assignments have been completed.  This is critical in assuring that students do not incur late or missing assignments.  All assignments are expected to be handed in on time.  If a student misses an assignment or turns in an incomplete assignment, a notice will be sent home requiring a parent or guardian signature. Late assignments will receive a penalty.  Continuously failing to complete assignments will result in detention and/ or academic Saturday school.  There is no penalty for late assignments if there is a valid explanation from a parent.  More information will be sent home in the coming days regarding specific academic subject requirements.  
Snacks

Students may bring a small nutritious snack each day.  Parents are asked to discourage students from bringing “junk foods”, such as, cookies, snack cakes, candy, and chips for snack time.  Please send “brain food”.  Students may also have a bottle of water with them in the classroom; however, I do ask that beverages such as sodas, juices, and sports drinks be saved for lunchtime.    
Birthday Celebrations

Students are welcome to bring treats to share with the class.  Treats must be store bought and if possible, individually packaged.  If sending a treat, please provide the necessary items to enjoy the treats (napkins, plates, forks, cups...).  
Behavior Management Plan

Classroom rules and procedures are explicitly taught to students.   Expectations and consequences are clearly explained to the students.  Students are encouraged to make good choices.  The direct connection between choices and consequences is consistently enforced. Churchill and Millennium both use the same behavior management structure, PBIS (Positive, Behavior, Interventions, & Supports).  This should be a smooth transition for most students.
Expectations

Classroom Rules

1. Follow directions.

2. Show respect for others.

3. Be responsible and accept the consequences of your own actions.

Consequences 
Students not following classroom rules will accept the appropriate consequences. 

1. Verbal warning

2. Completion of a Student Reflection
3. Change in seating
4. Loss of rewards and privileges

5. Parent/guardian contact (Phone call or written correspondence)

6. Detention 

7. Office Referral
Rewards

Students following classroom rules will be rewarded for responsible behavior.

1. Verbal praise

2. Prizes 
3. Positive communication with parent/guardian

4. Participation in individual and group reward activities
Classroom Goals

Our classroom is a place where everyone’s feelings and contributions are valued.  In our classroom the golden rule is key. We will always treat others as we would like to be treated.  We will be respectful of others and responsible for our own actions.  
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Together we will achieve more.

Please Return by Monday, August 29th
Student Information Sheet

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome!  Please help me learn more about your child by completing this questionnaire together with your child.
Health concerns that I should be aware of are ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Is there any food your child should not have due to food allergies or dietary restrictions? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
My child is great at ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
My child needs help with ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
My child is really interested in ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________











continued
Is your child currently reading books by a particular author, or in a specific series? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Academically, this year I would like to see my child work on ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Socially, this year I would like to see my child work on ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Please share anything else that you feel I should know about your child to help make this school year a positive, successful, and memorable experience.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________


___________________________________

     Student Name






    Parent Signature

Thank you for your time and support!   





                                                                                   

