To the Parents of My 2011-12 Sixth Grade Class:

Welcome to the Sixth Grade, this will prove to be an exciting and rewarding time for learning.  I will present your child (my student) with creative and interesting work, through topics that will be both challenging and relevant.  I have come to learn, over many years of teaching, that sixth grade students absolutely need and genuinely crave exciting activities, energetic projects, focused work and creative outlets.  By utilizing both time tested and innovative activities, I will provide your child with the opportunity, encouragement and tools to develop their learning skills.

My specific objectives for my students are as follows:

1. To encourage full participation in our classroom learning process.  Your child will be encouraged to weigh in, plan, select and collaborate with each other and me to select assignments that will further promote active participation and positive involvement.

2. To demand that your child assume their rightful responsibility for their learning.  Your child will appreciate their aptitudes and abilities, put their minds to the test, develop a sense of direction and long-term goals and build self-esteem.
3. To expose your child to a wide range of materials, methods and experiences, with a mind toward expanding their sense of exploration and intellectual curiosity.

4. To challenge your child to not only process information, but to interpret and apply their knowledge; to become divergent thinkers.

5. To take the classroom experience home and pursue meaningful extracurricular activities; to make good use of intellect and time while away from school.


This year, I will be teaching in a self-contained fashion, which means that your child will be with me and his/her classmates most of the school day.  This allows for flexibility, continuity and for our class to work and grow as a team.  Accordingly, my classroom will have many democratic features (equal opportunity, expressive speech, due process and fairness).  When it comes to behavior, decorum, work ethic and accountability, the rules and expectations will not be subject to excuses or compromise.  

Your child will come to appreciate how conduct, behavior and effort will affect others.  I have come to know over my many years of teaching that positive peer encouragement and teamwork will foster a strong sense of right and wrong and will pave the way for your children to enter into young adulthood with poise, self-respect, scholarship and the self-confidence to reject negative behaviors.     
Thank you,





                      Mrs. Carattini (
DISCIPLINE

When the environment for learning has been encroached upon by inappropriate behavior, any such instance or pattern will be documented and discipline will follow.  Should discipline issues arise, expect me to be fair and consistent with your child and you.  Our classroom will be maintained with a safe and respectful atmosphere, conducive for learning. I expect your child to carry himself/herself as a young adult. Should discipline issues arise, do not expect me to negotiate my rules away or to respond to negativity in the form of unfair or inconstant demands, unsupported claims or unreasonable countermands. 
The following shall apply to minor behavioral infractions:

First infraction:


 A verbal warning will be issued
Second like infraction:

The responsibility/conduct notebook will be signed 






and dated, with the infraction/offense recorded
Three or more entries in a 

A detention will be issued

week’s time:

CLASSROOM RULES

The same rules that you have entrusted to your child will be maintained in my classroom:

1. Obedience

There will be no excessive or unnecessary noise.


Your child will pay attention at all times to the best of their ability.


There will be no playground-like socializing in the classroom.


Directions will be followed the first time they are given.


In any health/safety/emergency situation, your child will be alert and poised and follow 



my instructions to the letter.



2. Responsibility



Work will be turned in on time.


Your child will have all of his/her necessary classroom tools.


Best efforts will be used when completing assignments.


Your child will keep a neat, clean and organized environment.


Your child will always make the effort to be helpful when in the classroom.

3. Respect

       

No disrespectful, inappropriate or unacceptable behaviors, gestures or language.


Your child shall be courteous, kind and decent to his/her fellow classmates.


When it comes to classmates and their property, “Hands Off.”

REWARDS

Your child and his/her fellow students will have many opportunities to earn scores of privileges throughout the year. In our class we use the “chain links” method for tracking good behavior, exemplary effort and classroom proficiency.  Each time the "chain link" reaches the floor, the children will decide upon an appropriate reward.
HOMEWORK
Homework is a part of every class.  It is expected that homework will be completed and turned in on time.  Failure to complete homework correctly and on time will adversely affect your child’s grade.

All homework assignments will be turned in neat and clean.  Any illegible, messy or otherwise poor quality work will be redone.  All written assignments will be completed on loose-leaf paper, or may be typed.
Homework is defined as the following:

1. Long-term projects
2. Home study for quizzes and/or tests

3. Assignments that were not completed during any time provided in the school day

4. Recreational reading

FIRST TRIMESTER HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

Students will receive 20% reduction from their grade for one week.  After one week the student will receive a maximum of 50%.

SECOND TRIMESTER HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

Students will receive 30% reduction from their grade for one week.  After one week the student will receive a maximum of 50%.

THIRD TRIMESTER HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

Students will receive 40% reduction from their grade for one week.  After one week the student will receive a maximum of 50%.

Regardless of the credit given or denied, all homework assignments shall be completed and turned in. Homework deemed unreasonably overdue past one week, subject to my discretion, shall warrant remedial discipline. 
Upon the accumulation of three “not on time” assignments, your child will be assigned to either Academic Lab, Homework Help or Saturday School to complete the assignments. 
GRADING 

A+  100-98

B+    89-87

C+      79-77

D     66-64

A     97-94

B      86-84

C        76-74

D-    63-60

A-    93-90

B-     83-80

C-       73-70

F       59 and below

Neatness, effort, content, spelling, the display of work will be factored into grading and impact upon the grade given.

READING

It is well documented that the more your child reads, the higher his/her reading proficiency.  As with any other life skill, reading requires commitment and practice.  Reading fluency is the byproduct of extensive and enthusiastic reading.  Over the years, my students who have read the most have proven to be the best readers and superior students. Reading is, by far, the most important skill children must develop.
Reading in our class will be fun and exciting.  The children and I will read at least four novels, incorporating activities into each that will certainly stimulate creativity, improve reading and cognitive skills and promote interest in the subject and reading itself.  The subject matter of these novels will dovetail with social studies topics, so that your child will understand and appreciate the concept of integrated studies.

In order to transition your child to a higher plane of learning, you must reinforce the following disciplines:

1. Read every day, be it for fun or learning.

2. Work hard and fully complete all reading assignments.

3. Keep a recreational reading book in the school desk.

4. Whenever there is a possibility of a wait (doctor’s office, parent meeting, oil change, airport, etc.), bring along a book.
